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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Examin/r 


Grouped Unit 





^-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Response 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRF — ^ MONTH(S) FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for response specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a response within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for response is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

Claim(s) \ is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above claim(s) ^ j (7^1**2 — is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) _ is/are allowed. 

^fclaim(s) / is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

□ Claim(s) __ are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: _ 

Attachment(s) 



JS Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

^^Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other __ 
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PTO-326 (Rev. 3-97) *u.S. Government Printing Office: 1997 — 417-37650309 Part Of Paper No. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restriction 

1. Claims 1-3, 7, 8, 10, 13, 14, and 16 are generic to a plurality of disclosed patentably 
distinct species comprising figures 3-12. Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a 
single disclosed species, even though this requirement is traversed. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

2. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Brown on 1/22/98 a provisional election was 
made without traverse to prosecute the invention of figure 3, claims 1-8 and 10-16. Affirmation 
of this election must be made by applicant in responding to this Office action. Claims 9 and 17-22 
withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a 
non-elected invention. 
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Drawings 

3. Figure 1 must be labeled --prior art--. 
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4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the subject matter of claims 17-19 
must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. Claims 3 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3 is inherent in claim 1 . 

In claim 15, a control member cannot measure pressure. 
Claim 16 is a method concept. 
Claim 17 is poorly worded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-6, 10-12, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by EPA'398. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EPA'398. 
The size of the power plant is deemed a matter of design choice based on calculable power 
consumption needs. The use of pressure gauges in every portion of a gas supply system is 
notoriously old. 



10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant should closely review the prior art not applied against the claims when 
amending around EPA'398. As seen from the listed patents, the basic concept of producing 
electricity in a natural gas supply system is widespread. 

Inquiries concerning the examiner's action should be directed to Noah Kamen at (703) 308-1945. 
The supervisory examiner, Henry Yuen, can be called at 308-1945. Fax is 308-7764. Questions of 
a general nature concerning the application should be directed to the group receptionist at 308- 



Conclusion 



0861. 




NOAH KAMEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 3402 
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